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International Family Equality Day 

- families without borders  

Brussels  5 May 2015  09:30 – 13:00    

 
Rationale 

On the occasion of International Family Equality Day, the Intergroup on LGBTI rights and 

NELFA organise a meeting on LGBTI families, with a particular focus on freedom of 

movement for LGBTI families. 

Free movement is a cornerstone of the EU, and everyone should be able to enjoy it. 

Regardless of what we policy-makers do or fail to do, the reality is that thousands of LGBTI 

families live and work in the EU today. They are the same citizens as anyone else, they have 

the same duties as anyone else, and they should have the same rights. 

This meeting aims to shed light on the discrimination resulting from the non-recognition of 

the effects of marriages and registered partnerships, affecting both same-sex couples and 

importantly, their children. 

The event will present the issue, provide testimonies of discrimination that have a 

European dimension, discuss existing European legislation and regulations, the gaps that 

exist, and how they could be remedied. 

 

Draft programme 

9.00 Arrival Speakers and guests 

9.30 - 10.00 Press Conference  

 

10.00 - 10.30 Arrival Speakers and guests 

10.00 - 10.30 Setting up the room 

10.30 - 10.35 Welcoming guests 

 

10.35 - 10.45 Introduction by the Chair  

 • Daniele Viotti MEP Co-President of the LGBTI Intergroup 

10.45 - 11.30 Panel 1 Rights on the move: Limited free movement for same-sex couples 

and their families. This panel will present the current situation as lived by 

LGBT families (witness account; NELFA), and present detailed research on 
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the legal barriers that currently exist (Alexander Schuster). Scheduled time 

includes questions and answers from the audience. 

 •  Witness account TBC 

• Luís Amorim European Network of LGBT Families Associations  

• Alexander Schuster Rights on the Move project 

11:30 - 11:35 Wrapping up of first panel by Daniele Viotti MEP, handing over chairing for 

second panel to Anna Maria Corazza Bildt MEP TBC 

 

11.35 - 11.40 Introduction by the Chair  

 • Anna Maria Corazza Bildt MEP President of the Intergroup on Children's 

Rights TBC 

11.30 - 12.15 Panel 2 The kids are alright: Need for equal rights & free movement LGBTI 

families from a children's rights perspective This panel will build on the 

analysis from the first panel, with a focus on the rights of the child (Francois, 

Lena, COFACE), and an institutional example of how this has been done 

(UNICEF). 

  • Francois Massoz Witness account  

• Lena Green Witness account  

 • Agnes Uhereczki Director, Confederation of Family Organisations in the 

European Union (COFACE) TBC  

• UNICEF TBD 

12.15 - 12.40 Political reactions: What solutions to facilitate free movement for LGBTI 

families? 

 • Marie Hélène Boulanger DG Justice, Head of Unit Union citizenship rights 

and Free Movement TBC  

 •  Member State level representative TBD 

12.40 - 12.55 First round of questions/remarks MEPS, institutional actors, then floor open 

for questions 

12.55-13.00 Closing remarks of the chair 

 

13.00 -13.30 Sandwich lunch (TBC)  


